[image: image1.jpg]Five Dock All Saints

Netball Club




Grading and Team Allocation Guidelines
(11 years to Senior)
These Guidelines are in addition to the FDAS Grading Policy (which is directed more for specific grading for the 9 years age group when moving into 10 years age group). These Guidelines may be amended from time to time in accordance with any changes to the Inner Western Suburbs Netball Association By-laws and as our Club Executive sees fit. These are Guidelines for players, parents, coaches and managers so that they can be better informed of the process of grading and allocation of players to teams.
General Information and Registration
1. Players are invited to register with FDAS in November or December of the prior year – notified via email, school newsletters and/or FDAS website. There may be an additional registration day in late January early February of the relevant playing year. 
2. Payment of registration fees is expected at the registration. FDAS strictly enforces a ‘no pay – no play’ policy and will only allocate players to teams who have paid fees in full. 
3. In keeping the spirit of good sportsmanship and fair play, FDAS is a competitive netball club and seeks to field teams committed to play at their appropriate skill and competitive abilities.
4. FDAS is committed to (ideally) allocating players according to their age, however it may be necessary to allocate a player to an older age group to balance team numbers or in accordance with ability and availability. This will only be done with agreement from the player, coach and parent. 
5. The Executive, through its office holders, are responsible for the grading of players, allocation of players to teams and the appointment of coaches to teams.  No individual player will be guaranteed of a team placement or coach allocation. 
6. Players – existing and new – will be notified at registration if there is a possibility of change in team composition pending any re-grading that may occur.
7. Players may withdraw their registration and receive a full refund prior to registration of teams/players with IWSNA. The Club will retain all fees paid by players who withdraw after FDAS teams are registered with IWSNA.
8. Players will only be refunded their fees and uniform costs if the player is not allocated to a FDAS team or where a team cannot be formed due to insufficient players, that is: less than 7 players. 
9. FDAS will accept the registration of a complete social team providing there are at least 7 players and a coach. The Registrar will place social teams registered in this way in the appropriate division. 

Re-grading of Teams and Players after 10 years?

1. Netball is a graded and competitive sport from the age of 10 years with representative opportunities. It is important to keep in mind that our teams are playing against highly competitive and well skilled opponents, these teams have all gone through the grading process at their own clubs. 
2. Stronger players always enjoy the challenge of harder, faster competition - they do not develop to their potential if graded to a lower team just to be kept with a friend. Similarly, players who are placed in teams above their ability will also not develop to their potential when being constantly overshadowed by more talented players around them.  
3. FDAS will only grade players when there is more than one team in the same age group. Any team registering as a complete team may be “paper graded” by the Grading Committee in consultation with the Development Officer, Registrar and Coach.

4. It may become apparent (subsequent to 10 years initial grading) that players and/or teams may need to be re-graded. It is certainly not meant to offend any players or parents, and is not a personal judgment of any child or family.  
5. During the season at a Coach’s request, the Grading Committee can also assess a player for allocation to the appropriately skilled team (or age-group) in the future. All such reports remain confidential and are viewed only by the Grading Committee.
6. Consistent with the existing FDAS Club Policy, upon request from Coaches or Parents, the Executive can exercise discretion to re-grade players and/or teams on a case by case basis.  
7. Where a conflict of interest arises, for example where a child of the grader(s) is being assessed at a grading session, then that member of the grading committee shall not participate in the grading of that team or age, including that particular grading session.
8. There is no guarantee of maintaining a player’s position in a particular team from season to season.
9. Should a position in a Division 1 team become available, subject to Coaches approval and agreement from the Grading Committee, a trial may be called.
10. If it is decided by the Grading Committee that players should move between teams, the move cannot be made until the following season. 
11. The Association will not allow team changes during the season especially if players are to go down a division.  The only way changes can be made is if entire teams are moved from one division to another and this is done by way of Appeal which is held prior to each season commencing.  


Team Evaluation and Composition 
(FDAS Club Specific Policy is to be followed unless otherwise agreed by the Executive)

Evaluation Process 

1. Registrars are to liaise with the Grading Committee and Development Officer when (re)allocating players to a team. Where a vacancy occurs in a team (typically a higher grade) then existing players shall be given a fair opportunity to be considered for that team.
2. A coach’s comment and request for a type of player to fill a vacancy in a team will be taken into consideration by the Grading Committee and Registrar. However the Grading Committee and Registrar will not allocate players to a team solely upon a coach’s request. 
3. If a coach considers that a player is not suited to the team’s competition grade, then the coach must request the Grading Committee to view the player at anytime during the competition season.

Composition 

1. In circumstances where FDAS is in a position to field more than one team in age groups, then the Club endeavours to allocate players to teams based on ability and the best team combination. 
2. To ensure that each player is given a fair opportunity to play in a team of their skill level and ability, the Club’s preferred number is 9 players per team.  
3. If a team has more than 9 players and another team in that same age group has a deficient number of players, the Executive may exercise its absolute discretion in the final make-up of the teams. The Committee’s decision will be final. 
4. The Club reserves the right to refuse a request from a coach to limit the number of players to their team, to a number less than 9 players in circumstances where there is an availability of players of an appropriate ability for that particular team/grade.
5. On a needs basis, new players will be assessed by the Grading Committee in consultation with the coach, pending ability, and playing history and team vacancies.
6. Consistent with the IWSNA By-Laws, FDAS club policy will allow players to play with a team in the year above the player’s age. This is on the basis that each of the coach, parent and Grading Committee are comfortable that the respective player(s) is of sufficient ability to compete at that level.
7. The allocation of players to a team may change up to 7 days prior to the lodgement of the registrations with IWSNA.
8. Communication of final team lists will be from Registrar to the Coach, post any re-grading and in consultation with the Grading Committee and Development Officer(s). This will be completed prior to registration of FDAS teams with IWSNA.
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